
ORDINANCE 2017:07 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF STRATFORD CODE TO BE 
ENTITLED, 

"REGISTRATION OF DEFAULTED MORTGAGE PROPERTY"; 
PROVIDING FOR PURPOSE, INTENT AND APPLICABILITY OF THE 

ORDINANCE REQUIRING THE REGISTRATION AND MAINTENANCE OF 
CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY BY MORTGAGEES, PROVIDING FOR 

PENALTIES AND ENFORCEMENT, AS WELL AS THE REGULATION, 
LIMITATION AND REDUCTION OF REGISTRABLE REAL PROPERTY 

WITHIN THE BOROUGH OF STRATFORD; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY, REPEALER, CODIFICATION, AND AN EFFECTIVE 

DATE. 

WHEREAS, the Stratford Borough Council desires to protect the public health, safety 
and welfare of the citizens of the Borough of Stratford and maintain a high quality oflife 
for the citizens of the Stratford through the maintenance of structures and properties in 
the Borough of Stratford; and 

WHEREAS, prope1ties that are neglected and have unsecured, accessible structures have 
a negative impact on community value, create conditions that invite criminal activity, and 
foster an unsafe and unhealthy environment for children; and 

WHEREAS, the present mortgage foreclosure crisis has serious negative implications for 
all communities trying to manage the consequences of prope1ties that have defaulted 
mortgages, are in the foreclosure process, foreclosed upon and/or mortgagee owned; and 

WHEREAS, often times, the foreclosing pa1ty or property owners are an absentee 
responsible party, and there is no local contact for such a prope1ty, which makes it 
difficult to notice the proper party of the violations of the Borough Code, and to maintain 
the requisite level of maintenance and security on such structures or lots; and 

WHEREAS, the Stratford Borough Council recognizes an increase in the number of 
properties with defaulted m01tgages and subject to foreclosure action or foreclosed upon, 
(hereinafter referred to as "registrable properties") located throughout the Borough which 
lead to a decline in prope1ty value, create nuisances and lead to a general decrease in 
neighborhood and community aesthetic; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council has already adopted property maintenance codes to 
regulate building standards for the exterior of structures and the condition of the prope1ty 
as a whole; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council recognizes in the best interest of the public health, 
safety and welfare a more regulated method is needed to discourage registrable property 
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