
ORDINANCE 2016:04 

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VACANT/ABANDONDED PROPERTIES 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Stratford ("Borough") contains structures which are vacant 
in whole or large pai1; and 
WHEREAS, in many cases, the owners or responsible parties of these structures are 
neglectful of them, and not maintaining or seeming them to an adequate standard, or 
restoring them to productive use; and 
WHEREAS, it has been established that vacant and abandoned structures cause severe 
harm to the health, safety, and general welfare of the community, including diminution of 
neighboring propet'ty values, increased risk of fire and potential increases in criminal 
activity and public health risks; and 
WHEREAS, the Borough incurs disproportionate costs in order to deal with the problems 
of vacant and abandoned structures, including but not limited to, excessive police calls, 
fire calls, and property inspections; and 
WHEREAS, it is in the public interest for the Borough to establish minimmn standards of 
accountability on the owners or other responsible parties of vacant and abandoned 
strnctures in order lo protect the health, safety and general welfare of the residents of the 
Borough. 

Section 1 

This ordinance governs the maintenance of vacant property in the Borough of 
Stratford amending registration requirements ai1d amending registration fees for owners 
of vacant properties. 

Section 2 - Definitions. 

"Owner" shall include the title holder, any agent of the title holder having 
authority lo act with respect to a vacant property, and foreclosing entity subject to the 
provision ofC.46:l0B-51 (P.L. 2008, c. 127, Sect, 17) or any other entity determined by 
the Borough of Stratford to have authority to act with respect to tl1e prope1iy. 

"Vacant Property" shall mean any building used or to be used which is not legally 
occupied or at which substantially all lawful construction operations or occupancy has 
ceased, provided, however, that any property that contains all building systems in 
working order, is fully compliant with our prope1iy maintenance codes and is being 
actively marketed by its owner for sale or rental, shall not be deemed vacant. Property 
determined to be "abandoned property" in accordance with the meaning of such term in 
the Abandoned Prope1iies Rehabilitation Act, N.J.S.A. 55:19-78, et seq. shall also be 
deemed to be vacant property for the purposes of this ordinance. 

Section 3 

A. Effective July I, 2016, the owner of any vacant prope1ty as defined herein
shall within sixty (60) days after the building becomes vacant property or within thii1y 
(30) days after assuming ownership of the vacant property, whichever is later, file a
registration statement for each such vacant property with the Zoning Officer or his
designee on forms provided by the Zoning Officer or his designee for such pmposes. The










