
         STRATFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL AGENDA MEETING 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 08, 2015 

7:00 P.M. 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 
 
STATEMENT OF 
ADVERTISEMENT: Notice of this meeting has been provided to the Courier Post and Central Record  

along with being posted on the Borough Hall Bulletin Board stating the time and 
place of the meeting. 

PRAYER & PLEDGE  
OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
ROLL CALL:  MAYOR JOHN GENTLESS 
   MICHAEL MALONEY, COUNCILMAN  
   FRANK HARTMAN, COUNCILMAN  

 HOLLY TATE, COUNCILWOMAN 
 BEN ANGELI, COUNCILMAN 
 JOHN DUDLEY, COUNCILMAN 
 DAVID GRAY, COUNCILMAN 
 ALBERT OLIZI, SOLICITOR  
 JOHN D. KEENAN, JR., BOROUGH CLERK 
 RONALD MORELLO, POLICE CHIEF  
 JEFFREY HANSON, ENGINEER  

 
POLICE CHIEF    
REPORT: The Police Chief reported a Pizza Hut delivery person was making a delivery to Woodmere 

Apartments and was robbed outside.  He was set up to make the delivery with the intent to rob him.  
The robbers did not get anything from the delivery person since he left his money in his car.  No 
one was caught. 
A deer became hung up in a fence on Buttonwood Road in the Laurel Mills section where the deer 
broke his leg, and had to be put down. 
A 2007 Ford truck was stolen from Alpine Court Apartments and was recovered in Philadelphia in 
an area where a Target store was robbed.   It is suspected the truck was used by the robbers who 
were involved in the store incident. 

  Domestic violence incident on Vassar Avenue where girlfriend was assaulted. 
Large pothole on Warwick Road resulted in flat tires for a few motorists.  County was called to 
patch it. 

  Careless cooking resulted in a fire at the Bishop Court Apartments. 
  Rash of thefts at the Laundromat on White Horse Pike where someone stole laundry. 

Home on Berlin Road was broken into when the 12 year old child was home alone babysitting.  
The child called 911 and was very brave and due to the call the person who broke in was caught by 
police within minutes before any harm came to the children in the house.  The person arrested had 
recently been released early from prison. 
There have been 6 convicts released early from prison into Stratford.  More and more are expected 
to be released from the prisons due to overcrowding.   

  The Safe & Secure application was approved at the council reorganization meeting. 
He requested a resolution be placed on the agenda to authorize the disposal of the vandalized white 
van in our compound.  It has no value since it was vandalized. 

  The annual police report was released and posted on the website. 
SLEO Glenn Behnke has not returned for 2015.  He has other obligations, so looking for a trained 
officer. 
Quotes have been requested for IT support, firewall, storage of records, etc. for 2015-2016. 
 
The Mayor inquired about an update on the prior kitchen cabinet business.  The Chief stated the 
grand jury was reviewing it. 

 
ENGINEER  
REPORT: Jeff Hanson reported on the sewer pump station project.  The design to be completed by the end of  
  January, at which time they will meet with the licensed sewer operator to review the draft plans. 
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The road project is on hold until the spring time.   
The pipe video was reviewed and the sink holes should be filled in with topsoil and monitored.  
The concrete pipe seems to be in good shape for a 50 plus year old pipe. 
A discussion was had with the contractor of Family Dollar regarding the basin.  The contractor 
thinks the 6” of top soil on top requested by the design engineer was a mistake that caused the basin 
not to function correctly.  The plan is to remove the top soil and rework the sub soils so it will 
operate correctly.  The engineer did state he also spoke with Jake Gambon from the Shade Tree 
Commission related to the plantings still outstanding. 
The Safe Route to Transportation project only has a punch list to finish.  When the weather breaks 
it will be taken care of. 

  The borough hall ramp project is being reviewed and waiting for a response from CDBG. 
   
PUBLIC  
PORTION:  Mr. Arkow of Hillside Road inquired to an update on the Laurel Mills site.   

The Mayor spoke about report #6 related to the referendum to see if the residents want the site to be 
used for open space and confirmed the plan does not have any residential. 
Councilwoman Tate spoke of how the plan could be amended though if a proposal comes that 
Council agrees is favorable and makes sense for Stratford. 

   
Mr. Gibson of Timber Creek Road stated the site has been the same for years and he expressed his 
desire to have the referendum question on the ballot.  He was asked to prepare a draft referendum 
question. 

 
The Mayor spoke about open space and the CDBG funding and reviewing other options for funding 
to purchase the site. 
 
Mr. Filer of Longwood Drive asked about the status of the plan.  He was told it was adopted by 
Council in December 2014. 
 
The Mayor spoke of the history with the current owner and how the owner will wait it out, and 
when COAH works out the owner will come down and file a builder’s remedy action against the 
borough. 
 
Councilman Angeli spoke of the meeting the council committee had with the owner last year and 
the owner expressed his idea of housing and a strip center on Warwick Road. 
 
Councilwoman Tate stated the owner is not here to fight and drag it out.  She spoke about the two 
shopping centers and how they are the places to raise significant revenue. 
 
Mr. Mangano of Union Avenue inquired to the status of the ADA ramp at his corner.  The engineer 
stated he would review it.  Mr. Mangano asked about the Sterling HS bond referendum.  The 
Mayor responded a presentation would be made at Tuesday night’s Council meeting.  Mr. Magano 
inquired to the CAP ordinance.  It was explained to him.   
 
Mr. Arkow of Hillside Road stated if the referendum question is to be done information should be 
sent out to the residents. 
 
Mr. Hahn of Buttonwood Road spoke about the Monday Stratford Board of Education meeting and 
the unresolved HiNella issue.  He expressed his concern with the Hi-Nella funds not being paid and 
the impact of this to property owners. 
 

OLD BUSINESS:   
REPORT #1: REHABILITATION/REDEVELOPMENT 
 At the December 9, 2014 meeting the plans for Bradlees and Laurel Mills were adopted.  The 

Bradlees Plan document is not completed since it still states “Draft” and is not signed by the 
planner, nor the portions removed related to residential.  To complete the document so it can be 
promoted it should be completed by the Planner.   

 Update/discussions of the Council Committees for Juster/Bradlees and Laurel Mills/Incollingo’s. 
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 Councilwoman Tate and Councilman Angeli spoke about the two redevelopment committees which 

will be made up of three council members each.  It was agreed Councilwoman Tate would be the 
Chairperson for both the committees.  The Vice Chairperson for the Bradlees site would be 
Councilman Maloney, and the Vice Chairperson for Laurel Mills would be Councilman Angeli.  
Councilman Dudley would be the third member of the Bradlees committee, and Councilman 
Hartman will be the third member for the Laurel Mills committee.  Councilman Gray would be an 
alternate to serve on either committee if a member could not make it.  
A resolution would be ready for action at the Regular Meeting detailing this membership and the 
authority of the committees.  A draft letter would be done to the stakeholders designating the 
committees as the point of contact. 

 
REPORT #2: UNION AVENUE PARKING 
 Parking along Union Avenue was discussed last month.  A final decision was not made. Letters will 

be mailed to residents the first week of January 2015 in an attempt to resolve the issue. 
 The Borough Clerk presented a draft letter for review which would be mailed to the residents on 

the 200 block of Union Avenue.  It was agreed the letter was fine for mailing out. 
 
REPORT #3: 2014 STREET/ROADS PROJECTS 

Bids for Winding Way and Overhill Road 2014 Project have been awarded.  A special meeting was 
held on December 17, 2014 to award the three alternates of the original bid.  This project is on hold 
until the weather is better. 
Pedestrian Route Project for Laurel Road:  Project has been substantially completed. 
Pump Station #2: Plans are being finalized for bidding. 
Application for the NJDOT State Aid for 2015 was made for Parkview Road paving. 
CDBG Year 35 and 36 have now been reallocated for the ADA ramp at the Borough Hall.  
$46,400. is available for this project.    
A concrete drain pipe which runs from 20-22 Homestead Road toward Sunnybrook Road has been 
televised due to some small sink holes forming in the ground above the pipe.  This video will be 
viewed by the Engineer to determine what action should be taken. 
This report was discussed during the engineer’s report. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
REPORT #4: STERLING BOND REFENDUM 
 The Sterling Superintendent Mr. Napoleon will be present at the January 13, 2015 Council Meeting 

to make a presentation to the public regarding the upcoming bond referendum for school 
improvement. 

 Informational. 
 
REPORT #5: CAP ORDINANCE 
 Annually the governing body acts on this ordinance which allows the cap to be increased to 3.5%.  

This ordinance will be ready for introduction at the January 13, 2015. meeting, and the public 
hearing and final action will take place at the February 10, 2015 meeting. 

 Informational. 
 
REPORT #6: REFERENDUM 
 At the December 9, 2014 meeting the Mayor asked to place this topic for discussion related to a 

non-binding referendum for purchasing the Laurel Mills Shopping Center for Open Space.   The 
referendum would be on the General Election held in November 2015.  Council has the authority to 
adopt a resolution authorizing such a referendum which should be done prior to the end of August 
2015. 

 Councilman Hartman stated he did not think it should be placed on the ballot.  Councilwoman Tate 
stated Council should not be the entity to put it on the ballot.  Councilman Gray stated when he was 
walking the town most residents spoke about taxes and rehabilitation of the shopping centers and 
expressed the shopping centers topic should be addressed soon.  Councilwoman Tate expressed her 
concern with the governing body being pulled in different directions and not in one direction. 

 
REPORT #7 RULES OF BOROUGH COUNCIL 

The Solicitor provided a draft for review for rules of council during a meeting.  Please review the 
draft and be ready to discuss any revisions and amendments to try and get them ready for action. 
It was agreed this would be placed on the February meeting for further discussion.  This would 
allow time for further review by Council. 
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REPORT #8: CITIZENSHIP PROCLAMATION 
  Any recommendations for the January 13, 2015 meeting should be made at this time. 

There was no person to recognize for January.  For February the idea was brought up to honor the 
SBCA Officer Laurie Maloney and Elaine Speer.  This would be discussed further at the February 
meeting. 
 

REPORT #9: BOARD OF HEALTH 
Camden County Department of Health has notified many municipalities they are not compliant 
with the NJ Statute.  Our code will require an amendment to be compliant related to membership of 
5 non-governing body members, which one has to be a physician.  An amendment will be ready to 
introduce at the January 13, 2015 meeting.   
Informational. 

 
REPORT #10: SHARED SERVICE AGREEMENTS 

Annually we execute the shared service agreements with the Stratford School Board and the 
Sterling Arms Condominium Association.  A resolution authorizing execution of the agreements 
will be ready for action at the January 13, 2015 meeting. 
Informational. 

 
REPORT #11: DEFERRED REGIONAL SCHOOL LEVY  
 Each year the CFO requests the deferred school levy resolution be adopted.  The Division of Local 

Government Services requires a resolution be adopted to authorize the decrease in the amount of 
the deferral.  This year the decrease is for $54,545.50.  The resolution will be ready for action at the 
January 13, 2015 meeting. 

 Informational. 
 
COUNCIL 
COMMENTS: Councilman Gray spoke about his review of the public events schedule for the year.  He stated the 

grand opening of Family Dollar was this Saturday at 8:00 am.  He was going to have Miss Stratford 
present.   

 
 The Mayor commented Checkers would be open by the end of the month. 
 
 Councilman Angeli brought up the idea of a wall map of Stratford for the conference room.  The 

Engineer would look into this.  He spoke of the Sterling Bond Referendum and how the Sterling 
representatives will be present for Tuesday’s meeting.  He spoke about ideas for a town newspaper, 
and passed around copies of newspapers from other town.  He has spoken to some of the printers 
already.   

 
 Councilman Maloney stated he had reviewed the extra court session in 2014 and the average for 

number of defendants was around 139 per session, not including DWI sessions.  He will continue to 
monitor.   

 
 The Police Chief recommended the court session be tiered to have some defendants come at 1:00 

pm, then 2:00 pm and 3:00 pm rather than all at once.  He stated that a portion of the scheduled 
defendants don’t show up or reschedule which reduces the number of actual cases heard per session.   

 
 Councilman Maloney he will be working on the 2015 budget with his committee and the CFO.  He 

also spoke about a new idea from SBCA which would involve new businesses and existing 
businesses and inviting residents to come out to meeting the business owners.   

 
 Councilman Maloney spoke about his ongoing review of the apartment trash collection.  He will be 

reaching out to the trash consultant. 
 
 Councilman Hartman reported he met with the OEM Coordinator Roy Maloney.   He stated there 

would be a mini presentation at the Tuesday meeting of the fire department ladder truck which 
would have a full presentation on Thursday, January 15 at 7:00 pm.  This would not be an action 
meeting.  The Mayor stated he had spoken to CDBG office and there may be funding from this 
grant of the percentage of the town is above a certain level for low income population which could 
include the hospital patients and the nursing home residents. 

 
 Councilman Dudley had nothing to report. 

 4 



STRATFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 01/08/15   PAGE 5 
 
 The Mayor reported on a program Atlantic City Electric was going to offer for LED fixture 

replacement on street lights.  The cost would be $700. per fixture but would save 60% off the 
existing bill.  He also reported there was a meeting with NJ American Water Company related to 
they wanting to purchase municipal sewer utilities.  He stated there was an offer on the vacant lot  
next to TD bank which is owned by TD.  He said there was a conference call set for next week 
related to the Harris Business School site. 

 
GOOD &  
WELFARE: Joe Hahn of Buttonwood Road thanked the Fire Company for the Christmas Eve Santa visits to the 

residents.  Also to the police for their good work.   
 
ADJOURN:   A motion was made by Councilman Angeli to adjourn the meeting with Councilman Dudley 

making a second, and all Council voted aye. 
 
 
 
 
  _______________________  
 John D. Keenan, Jr., RMC 
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